Saskatchewan Trails Association
2024 Annual General Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 21 at 7 p.m. viaZoom

Welcome from the STA

STA President David Powell welcomed attendees to the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

Introductions

Everyone had the opportunity to introduce themselves:

David Powell, STA President and landscape architect

e Alan Otterbein, STA Vice President, manager of design and development, Meewasin

e Chris Exner, STA Director, Town of Lumsden

e John Meed, STA Director, Saskatchewan All Terrain Vehicle Association

e Curt Schroeder, Former STA President

e Cindy Mantei, employee at Benchmark Public Relations (contacted by STA)
provides social media and newsletter design

e Pat Rediger, STA Administrator

e Deborah, STA Treasurer

e Ric Driedger, Past owner of Churchill River Outfitters

e Dave Werrett, Chair of Candle Lake Trail Association

e EdHorn, Trail enthusiast

e Saul Lipton, Former STA President

e Justin-Trail enthusiast from Regina

e Mike Nicholls - Trail enthusiast

Churchill River Canoe Routes (Ric Driediger)

Ric’s association with the Churchill River began when he paddled the riverin 1972. He said
that people have a landscape that they are connected to and the Churchill River was his.
He admired the scenery and recalled laying on the moss and thought there was no place
that was no more peaceful than this. Water, moss, forest and rock sums up the area.

Churchill River flows against that of most ancient rivers. This river kept running into
mountain ranges and went over Snake Rapids and into Pinehouse Lake. It found its way
through various mountains and into Sandfly Lake. It continued on into Black Bear Island
Lake and you can see it wander through various lakes and channels. It eventually made its
way into Trout Lake and other lakes in that area. There are waterfalls along the route and
eventually makes its way to Hudson Bay. There is no other river like it in Canada or the rest
of the world.



After the last ice age Indigenous people began to settle in the area. There were no large
herds of anything in the area, but there were ducks, moose, fish and beaver that were
consumed. It was considered a place of spiritual contemplation. There are rock paintings
in the area and its often difficult to know what these paintings mean. The paintings can be
grouped into three types: arrival and living in harmony; secondly, someone has taken
control of the land; and the third group of paintings people are being shown how to live
along the river. There are reputed mythical people that live in the area. They provide
stewardship for the river. They show themselves to children but not to adults. They live in
rocks and hidden areas.

By the time of the Europeans arrival, the land was the home of the Cree and Dene. The fur
trade changed the livelihood and the connection people had with the land. The Churchill
became a national highway. Goods and furs were shipped along the Churchill and supply
posts were established. It became a place of connection to commerce.

In the 1950s, there were people canoeing on the Churchill for fun. The Company of
Canadians, a group from the Ottawa area paddled the area and promoted itin a book
called the Lonely Land. Former Prime Minster Pierre Trudeau joined that group when they
paddled other routes in Sask. The Saskatchewan Historic Trails Canoe Club formed and
took trips to Churchill. This sparked the creation of the Churchill River Canoe Outfitters. It
made canoeing a popular activity and introduced thousands of people to the Churchill
River. Many people have now begun to realize how special the Churchill River is.

The Churchill River needs protection from development. It needs to be protected from
those who love it to death. It needs to be protected from mining interests. It has been my
home for along time.

l. Call to Order for Business Meeting
David called the meeting to order at 7:56

1. Approval of the Agenda

Motion: Chris/ Alan to approve the agenda as presented. Carried

. Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes
Motion: Curt/Chris to approve the minutes of the March 23, 2023 annual general meeting
as presented. Carried

Iv. Business Arising From the Minutes
There was no business arising from the minutes.



V. President’s Report

Our actions are directed by our strategic plan which has four key elements:
e Maintain an effective and well-governed board.
e Be aresource for accurate trail information.
e Move toward greater alignment with the National Recreation Framework
and the recreation section of the Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund.
e Support and grow our membership.

Over the past year we’ve witnessed a significant surge in social media activity — through our
Instagram, Facebook and X (Twitter) accounts. This increase stems mainly from our
summer and winter photo contests. Our followers increased by more than 500 to 8,517
followers! Our main social media focus is on sharing trail information and recommending
captivating destinations.

Our website is also one of the main ways we reach the public. It contains information on
trail maps, safety, etiquette, environmental awareness, bridge designs, landowner
agreements, donations, and the benefits of trails. And it contains our STA Blog, a popular
source of information, which we update frequently.

Last spring we also had the opportunity to meet with Federal Minister of Tourism Randy
Boissonnault. During that meeting we discussed funding for trails in the province, how they
should be marketed, and a potential ATV Park near Estevan.

This past year we were excited to expand our photo contest from once a year to twice a
year, with both a summer and a winter contest. And with this year being our first winter
contest, we received some fantastic winter-themed photos. We received more than 260
submissions and reached over 14,000 people on social media. It was through the support
of the Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association and their Parks for All Grant that we
were able to expand the photo contest.

Another highlight was the STA’s continued involvement with the Churchill River Water Trail
Legacy Project. This project started in 2019, and is designed to improve the outdoor
recreation experience along canoe routes in northern Saskatchewan, an experience
highlighted by Ric’s presentation earlier this evening. The STA has been the lead for this
project, and we are grateful for the support from northern volunteers, private businesses
and the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport. Following the Ministry’s decision to install
toilets at Little Stanley Rapids and Robertson Falls, toilets have now been installed by
volunteers on Barker Island, Dieter’s Rapids, Hank’s Hotel and South Barker Island Point.
Volunteers are now discussing next steps in this project, possibly extending the network of
composting toilets to other high use campsites.

We strongly believe in our youth as our future leaders in the provincial trail movement, with
their wonderful enthusiasm and love of the outdoors. We’re able to engage our youth



through our social media and photo contests, and by inviting them to share their stories
about favorite hikes or trail gear. We’re grateful to the Canada Parks and Recreation
Association and the Trans Canada Trail as we were able to hire two summer students. Joe
Camplin interned with us in the summer while completing a degree in Journalism at the
University of Regina, while Penuel Chuks-Emmanuel completed her internship with us in
the fall after completing her Master’s degree in Journalism at the U of R. Joe and Penuel
assisted with our newsletter, blog posts, social media and other duties.

Once again the STA supported its members with our annual Members Trail Grant
Assistance Program. This year’s recipients were the Bengough and District Regional Park
Authority, the Resort Village of Candle Lake, the Oxbow and District Recreation Board,
Pasquia Regional Park Authority, the Saskatoon Trail Alliance and the East Qu-Appelle
Cartel cycling group.

At the national level, we take pride in being an active member of the Canadian Trails
Federation and are committed to working together to advocate for sustainable funding and
best practices.

To complete my report, | would like to thank our main fundraiser, Saskatchewan Lotteries,
and also the Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association. And of course, | would like
to thank all of our members for their continued support.

Motion: David/Chris to approve the President’s Report as present. Carried
VI. Approval of Financial Statements
Motion: Alan/Chris to approve the 2023 audited financial statements as presented.
Carried

VIl. Approval of Auditor
Motion: Deborah /Curt for the board of directors to consider tendering the 2024 auditto a
Regina company. Carried

VIll. Bylaw Amendments
There were no bylaw amendments.

I1X. Resolutions
There was discussion about stewardship of the Churchill River and that the area should be
managed as a provincial park or a regional park.

Motion: Curt/Deborah: Whereas the area from Hayman Lake to Otter Rapids is a heavy use
area and, whereas itis adjacent to the Lac La Ronge Provincial Park, that a management
plan be implemented for that area which considers extending the Lac La Ronge Provincial
Park boundaries to include that area The management plan would protect that area from



being damaged. This plan should consult with local Indigenous people and their rights
should be protected in the process. Carried

X. Board of Directors Election
Alan Otterbein and Ryan Goolevitch have expressed an interest in being re-elected to the
board.

Motion: Chris/Cindy to accept Alan and Ryan’s nominations and for nominations to cease.
Carried

XI. New Business
Saul mentioned that there will be a documentary on Paramount which features an
individual walking across the TCT.

Curt said that there is a new service offering coming from Rogers that will increase the
ability to connect on the back country.

Adjournment
Motion: Ryan adjourn at 8:45 p.m.



