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INTRODUCTION
The Saskatchewan Trails Association (STA) has been promoting the development and use of nature and hiking trails since 2004. We are 
dedicated to ensuring that our province’s breathtaking landscapes and serene nature sites remain preserved and accessible to everyone. 

For trail builders and operators, the STA offers a variety of programs and services. A lot of consideration goes into building a trail, 
including planning for dimensions, activity needs and signage. That’s why the STA has developed a number of resources over the years 
to assist trail builders and operators to successfully plan, build and maintain trails. These resources include a Trail Planning Workbook, 
which helps you evaluate your proposed route, delegate tasks, raise funds, and much more. We have researched various bridge designs, 
landowner agreements and information on abandoned rail lines that are available on our website. We created a Saskatchewan Trails Day 
Event Organizers Manual that can be used by community organizations to develop and promote their own events. This year we added 
to those resource materials with the creation of a new Rails to Trails Manual.

We developed a comprehensive funding program that helps members access third party funding, and we can issue charitable receipts 
for your projects. We raise and distribute funds through our Membership Trail Grant program, which has provided thousands of dollars 
for trail projects throughout the province. The STA also works at the national level with the Canadian Trails Federation to research best 
practices, develop national policies, and to advocate for funding from the federal government. 

For trail users, we promote trail etiquette on our website as well as a trail user’s safety guide, code of ethics, and environmental 
awareness. Our social media sites continue to be extremely popular and there is considerable discussion and sharing of information on 
our sites. We continue to promote Saskatchewan Trails Day as an opportunity to market our trail network and encourage people to use 
them as part of an active lifestyle.  This year we created a new on-line trail directory so trail enthusiasts could research trails in their area, 
view pictures and user comments, and download available maps. We also introduced a new Trail Ambassador program to recognize 
people who have shared their trail experiences and we created our first-ever trail photo contest.

The STA also provides various educational sessions for members and the general public. Last year we provided information on trail 
insurance and openstreet mapping. Plans are underway this year to create a series of trail building workshops.

We thank our volunteers for their hard work and dedication. We created the Volunteer Award and the Trail Stewardship Award to 
recognize outstanding contributions to the trail community.

Next year promises to be even better when we begin to work on our State of Saskatchewan Trails report. 

OUR VISION
A sustainable, coordinated network of rural and urban trails through Saskatchewan which are designed and maintained to standards 
that meet a diversity of user needs and enhance the health, tourism and economic prosperity of Saskatchewan communities while 
respecting the natural and cultural environment and highlighting the beautiful attributes of our land.  
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OUR MISSION
The STA

• Provides support to local trail clubs including resource materials, fundraising, education programs regarding trail development, and 
facilitates communication among trail clubs;

• Promotes trails in Saskatchewan;

• Advocates to governments on behalf of trails in Saskatchewan regarding issues such as insurance, funding and land use (road 
allowances, community pastures, easements, etc.).

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SAUL LIPTON, President

MARGARET MORAN, Vice President

SHARON ELDER, Treasurer

RYAN GOOLEVITCH, Secretary

ALAN OTTERBEIN, Board Member

JOHN MEED, Board Member

CURT SCHROEDER, Board Member

DEAN CATTELL, Board Member

DAVID POWELL, Board Member

NATALIE LETTS, Board Member

PAT REDIGER, Administrator, Ex-Officio Member

JOE MILLIGAN, Ex-Officio Member

ANDREW EXELBY, Ex-Officio Member

YEAR IN REVIEW
On-Line Trail Directory Created
With so many amazing trails in the province, many people 
wonder where to begin. To make the decision-making 
process easier, we launched the STA On-Line Trail Directory, 
which includes maps, GPS coordinates and detailed 
descriptions of many of Saskatchewan’s trails and their 
nearby amenities. We included photos of the trails as well as 
maps created by the trail operators and any other pertinent 
information. The directory is divided into the Sport, Culture 
& Recreation Districts. Our directory was featured on CBC 
Radio in both Saskatoon and Regina and the feedback has 
been outstanding and helped us add to the directory. 

State of Saskatchewan Trails Report
We also began work on a State of Saskatchewan Trails 
Report. The goal of the report is to determine what the 
current state of trails is in the province, identify existing 
gaps and develop potential solutions. The research process 
will include: a survey of STA members, the public, municipalities, resort communities and provincial sport and recreation association; 
key informant interviews with stakeholders; and a review of how our provincial trail association compares with other provincial 
associations. 

Saskatchewan Trail Ambassador:   
PAUL CUTTING

Paul is an active husband, and father who enjoys the 
Saskatchewan trail network with his family.

Paul can be found running, hiking, trail running, gravel 
cycling and mountain biking during the summer months.

As well, Paul has been a coach for the Regina women’s 
cycling team, Spoke n’ Hot for the last five years. As 
a part of the Saskatchewan Mountain Bike Club, Paul 
helped secure $40,000 for Wascana Trails! Paul also has 
a love for winter sports; he enjoys shoeing and fat-biking 
during the winter months. If that doesn’t keep Paul busy 
enough, he is also an accomplished photographer and 
blogger.



A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 7  Saskatchewan Trails Association  3

We recently received funding support from the Community Research Unit at the University of Regina and faculty members have 
indicated they will provide support and guidance for the project. We will be looking at the federal government’s summer student 
employment program to add further resources.

Trail Ambassador Program Launched
To further engage the community, we created volunteer positions for STA Trail Ambassadors – trail enthusiasts who represent the STA 
out on the trails by wearing our gear, promoting their adventures on social media, and writing the occasional guest blog that is published 
on our website. 

Our first ambassador is Paul Cutting, who runs the site Cutting Into Adventure (http://www.cuttingintoadventure.com/). He and his 
family (Cambri and Vaeanna) blog about their adventures. Our second trail ambassador is the Fletcher family, who live in Saskatchewan 
Landing Provincial Park Cottages and love to explore trails as a family.

Introducing the Trail Stewardship Award
Joe Milligan (left) receives the first-ever STA Stewardship Award from 
President Saul Lipton for his outstanding contributions to the trail 
community. 

This year the STA created the inaugural Trail Stewardship Award, which 
is designed to recognize the outstanding people and organizations that 
have been dedicated to the restoration, preservation and enhancement 
of Saskatchewan’s trail system through a variety of efforts: contributing 
money to or raising funds for trail projects, serving as a trail advocate, 
or helping with the building and upkeep of trails. The award was 
presented to Joe Milligan of Saskatchewan Parks, Culture and Sport 
in recognition of his years of support for trails including his time with 
the Saskatchewan Parks, Culture and Recreation Association and the 
Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation. He has been a key contributor to 
the development of trails for all users in the province.

Saskatchewan Trail Ambassadors:   
THE FLETCHER FAMILY
The Fletchers live in Saskatchewan Landing Provincial 
Park Cottages. Denise and Brian homeschool their 
children, which allows them a great deal of freedom 
to explore where they live and beyond. One of their 
favourite family activities is exploring the trails.

They love trail running, hiking, kayaking, fishing, ice 
fishing, riding bikes, metal detecting, tenting, shed 
hunting, boating, photography, golfing, swimming, 
playing board games, sitting around campfires and 
visiting with friends.

The family believes that wilderness therapy is important 
with the sedentary lifestyle plaguing current/future 
generations. Engaging youth in the natural environment 
is close to their hearts. They have a passion for learning 
as much as they can about flora and fauna. They also love 
learning about the rich paleontological, geographical, 
cultural and social history of Saskatchewan.
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Saskatchewan Rails to Trails Manual
We put the finishing touches on the Saskatchewan Rails to Trails Manual in 2017. This manual 
was created to assist local community groups and organizations to convert abandoned rail lines 
into useable trail. It will serve as a starting point for potential trail-builders to begin accessing the 
vast amount of data and resources to plan, design and build their own rails-to-trails project. The 
manual has adapted many of the components of the Rails to Trails Conservancy and combined 
the information with Saskatchewan case studies.

We have broken down the rails-to-trails process from conception to post-construction into 11 
steps. Each step lists objectives, possible considerations, and recommendations. The Guide also 
includes appendices for each step that provide links to documents, example projects, guidelines, 
and regulations. Special thanks to the Community Research Unit at the University of Regina for 
providing financial support for this project.

Member Trail Funds
The Hudson Bay Ski Club improved the Pineview Cross Country Ski Trails in Hudson Bay 
Regional Park thanks to a STA Member Assistance Grant.

One of the barriers many trail operators faces is a lack of money. We took a step to help alleviate 
this problem by increasing the maximum amount of money available through our Members 
Grant Program from $500 to $1,000 per grant. These grants can be used for building new trails 
or for maintenance projects such as updating maps, fixing signs, purchasing maintenance 
tools, etc.

These grants have had a tremendous impact, as was evident with the recent story of the 
Hudson Bay Trail project. Last year, the Hudson Bay Ski Club announced that the trail 
improvement project for the Pineview Cross Country Ski Trails in the Hudson Bay Regional 
Park was complete. The project was supported by a $500 Membership Grant from the STA. 
The project organizers were able to add a 1.6 kilometre loop, include GPS coordinates to all 
trails and put up new signage. 

Providing Education and Awareness
This photo by Jocelyn Froehlich was the winner of our first-ever Give 
Us Your Best Shot Photo Contest. The photo was taken at Buffalo 
Pound Provincial Park where she was teaching her four year old 
nephew, Nash, to ride the trails.

The STA worked diligently to promote many trails in the province 
through our website, blog, e-newsletter (Tales from the Trails 
and social media feeds – Facebook, Twitter and – new this year 
– Instagram). We displayed photos and descriptions of different 
trails, sent a summer student on a road trip that was documented 
through social media, and we also shared news of events that 
were happening on the trails. We did a great job of getting the trail 
community involved through guest posts.

One of our most successful social media initiatives was our photo 
contest we ran throughout the month of June with the support of a 
June is Parks and Recreation Month Grant from the Saskatchewan 
Parks and Recreation Association. We challenged the trail 
community to Give Us Your Best Shot. The social media contest 
allowed us to greatly increase our following and promote the use of 
the #SaskTrails. The public had a blast sharing their favourite photos.  We had 15,522 impressions on Facebook, 5,226 on Instagram 
and 4,101 on Twitter. Overall we received 24,849 impressions, 214 new followers and 240 contest entries.

Also in June, we celebrated Saskatchewan Trails Day.  We invited the trail community to share pictures and stories of their adventures 
through the hashtag #SaskTrailsDay. We promoted Sask Trails Day though our blog, media release and through social media posts.
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Canadian Trails Federation
STA president Saul Lipton represented the organization at the Trailhead Canada 2017 summit in Gatineau-Ottawa, which brought 
together Canadians who develop, manage and benefit from recreational trails to explore ways to engage Canadians in the building, using 
and promoting trails. Trailhead Canada was held to:

• Develop a National Trails Strategy, for use in framing provincial and national goals;

• Share Canada’s trail success stories from the local, regional, provincial and national levels;

• Explore national best practices in trail building that enable clubs, volunteers, and professionals to build the world’s best trails;

• Discuss trail trends, new activities, changing demographics, trail health, and the growth in trail tourism;

• Present a Canadian Youth Expo, to engage youth in becoming the trail leaders of the future;

• Honour trail traditions and knowledge to develop strong working relationships between all Canadian peoples;

• Expand Canada’s trail economy, through tourism, investment, and promotion, and

• Present outdoor interactive education provides public awareness of the activities that Canadians and visitors can do on Canadian 
trails.

The STA is continuing to work at the national level to develop a national policy on trails and to advocate for trail funding from the 
Government of Canada. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Statement of Financial Position as at December 31, 2017
(With comparative figures for December 31, 2016)

2017 2016

ASSETS
CURRENT

Cash $ 33,539 $ 32,042

Accounts receivable 3,480 -

GST rebate receivable 34 1,361

Prepaid expenses 792 633

$ 37,845 $ 34,036

LIABILITIES
CURRENT

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 3,249 $ 3,569

Employee deductions payable 535 -

Deferred revenue (Note 5) 8,893 3,100

12,677 6,669

NET ASSETS 25,168 27,367

$ 37,845 $ 34,036
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Statement of Revenues and Expenditures for the Year Ended December 31, 2017
(With comparative figures for the year ended December 31, 2016)

2017 2016

REVENUE

Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund $ 24,350  $ 23,687

Summer employment grant 2,542 6,994 

Memberships 1,585 3,160

Donations 1,439 1,200

Donations – Elbow trail 1,223 191,235

Other 855 697

Member grant 696 500

JPRM Grant 500 500

Administration fee – Elbow trail 241 3,478

Interest income 7 17

33,438 231,468

EXPENSES

Administration 32,391 30,072

Organizational development  1,601 1,649

Elbow trail  1,223 191,235

Program development  380 300

Communication 42 1,091

Special initiatives  - 500

35,637 224,847

(DEFICIENCY) EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES $ (2,199) $ 6,621

Statement of Cash Flow for the Year Ended December 31, 2017
(With comparative figures for the year ended December 31, 2016)

2017 2016

OPERATING ACTIVITIES

(Deficiency) excess of revenue over expenses $ (2,199) $ 6,621

Changes in non-cash working capital:

Increase in accounts receivable (3,480) -

Decrease (increase) in GST rebate receivable 1,327 (54)

Increase in prepaid expenses (159) (207)

(Decrease) increase in accounts payable and accrued liabilities (320) 499

Increase in employee deductions payable 535 -

Increase (decrease) in deferred revenue 5,793 (4,934)

3,696 (4,696)

INCREASE IN CASH FLOW 1,497 1,925

CASH – BEGINNING OF YEAR 32,042 30,117

CASH – END OF YEAR $ 33,539 $ 32,042
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OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
The STA would like to thank the following organizations and individuals for their outstanding support of trails in Saskatchewan:

TRAIL RANGER ($1,000-$4,999)
Bill Shurniak   
Michael Hornick (in honour of Bill Hornick)

TRAIL TREKKER ($250-$499)
Randy Chapman

PATHFINDER ($50-$249)
James K. Wood
Greg Swanson

Special thanks to all the people who donated their time and talents 
to improve Saskatchewan’s trail network this year!

www.sasktrails.ca


